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future of John Dillon without his arm, even though the physician at the 
hospital, who is the brother-in-law of the manager of the over-crowded 
mills, officially states that the injury is slight, and that he will only lose 
a finger or two. 

Technically a nurse must believe and act upon the physician’s state¬ 
ment. Technically she is not supposed to help her patient by interesting 
herself in the family that is weighing on his mind, but in this strong 
rapid sketch of the relations of patient, physician, and nurse in the charit¬ 
ably endowed, modernly equipped hospital, and later in the boudoir 
stripped of its feminine luxuries and accoutered with all the grim para¬ 
phernalia of the operating room, we get a glimpse of the perfectly con¬ 
structed system of medical attendance and professional etiquette that 
bridges the deep abyss of human suffering, without ever sounding its 
depths. 

That the nurse, or physician, should go down, as Justine did, into 
these depths with her patient, should feel and see suffering from the 
point of the sufferer as well as from the point of the scientist, is we 
feel the plea that Mrs. Wharton makes. Justine, this woman of scientific 
perception and honest thought dares to question the sacredness of human 
life, either from the lawyer’s and clergyman’s and physician’s standpoint, 
when confronted by hopeless and scientifically prolonged agony, and she 
gives an overdose of morphine to shorten the hours or days of inevitable 
suffering. 

Mrs. Wharton chose her dilemma with the utmost nicety; the inevitably 
fatal termination of the accident was skilfully left open to question by 
her presentation of the case. Mrs. Amherst had been kept alive by power¬ 
ful stimulants, alternating with morphine, for nineteen days. The mor¬ 
phine must be diminished, and the stimulants increased in the bare hope 
of life. Of health, of the power to walk there was absolutely no chance. 
A slight tremor once noticed in the hand, would indicate that if the patient 
lived, she might perchance recover some use of her arm, was the only 
faint reason for making life other than a hideous imprisonment of pain. 
Out of this prison, Justine let her friend. 

That she afterwards married her friend’s husband, and was blackmailed 
by the ambitious young doctor, who was trying to keep Mrs. Amherst 
alive, till her husband came home, for the sake of making a name for 
himself—all this is but a skilful complication of the normal question— 
Dare a man or woman take another life in mercy? 

Is it merely a question of sentiment? One may take human life in 
battle, in the interests of the law, or in self defence, Is there justification 
in the present instance? This we leave open to the reader. 

H. L. Jelliffe. 

Jahresbericht uber die Leistungen und Fortschritte auf dem Gebiete 
der Neurologie und Psychiatrie. Herausgegeben von Dr. Ed. 
Flatau in Warshau und Dr. S. Bendix in Berlin. Redigiert von 
Prof. Dr. E. Mendel in Berlin und Privat dozent Dr. L. Jacobsohn 
in Berlin. X Jahrgang, Bericht fiber das Jahr 1906. Verlag von 
S. Karger, Berlin. 

The tenth annual volume of the Jahresbericht consists of 1,300 pages 
and appears in the same form as its predecessors. It reflects the work of 
the specialties as does no other publication and is absolutely invaluable to 
all workers in neurology and psychiatry. 
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The Journal has made the request of its readers from time to time 
to support such a valuable publication and we can only repeat it in this 
place. 

The work done by the Jahresbericht is well done and no paper of value 
on any subject in the specialties represented is overlooked either in citation 
or by full analysis. 

Jelliffe. 

ArBEITEN AUS DEM NEUROLOGISCHEN INSTITUT AN DER WlENER UNIVERSITAT. 

Herausgegeben von Prof. Dr. Heinrich Obersteiner. Bd. XV. 
Festschrift zur Feier des 25 Jahrigen Bestandes des Neurologischen 
Institutes an der Wiener Universitiit. Herausgegeben von Dr. Otto 
Marburg. Franz Deuticke, Wien. 25 marks. 

This Festschrift edited by Marburg, appears in two volumes, both of 
which are filled with excellent material gathered from his students now in 
different parts of the world. One American, Spiller, and one English 
neurologist', Beevor, contribute to the volumes. 

Marburg gives a short introductory historical resume of the Instiute, 
it being preceded by an excellent photogravure of Obersteiner. The papers 
are so numerous that to attempt to analyze them would be useless in this 
place. Among them may be noted, Oculomotor Paralysis,by E. Fuchs; Con¬ 
tributions to the Study of the Relationship of the Labyrinth and the Eye, 
by C. Biehl; The Comparative Anatomy of the Red Nucleus, by R. 
Hatschek; Contribution to the Study of Heredity, by A. Pilcz; On Diffuse 
Changes in the Cortex due to Brain Tumors, by E. Redlich; Paralysis 
of the Upward Associated Ocular Movements, by W. G. Spiller; Korsa- 
kow’s Disease, by W. Serbsky; Changes in the Peripheral Nerves in 
General Paresis and other Psychoses, by E. Stransky; The Bromine Content 
of the Epileptic Brain, by H. F. Griinwald; Pseudo-Bulbar Paralysis with 
Complete Loss of Voluntary Respiration, by Ch. E. Beevor; Differential 
Diagnosis of Juvenile Bladder Disturbances, by L. v. Frankl-Hochwart; 
Spondylitis Infectiosa, by H. Schlesinger; Graphic Study of Foot Clonus, 
by E. Levi; Homicidal Melancholics, by E. Raimann; Congenital Heart 
Defects and Organic Brain Disease, by R. Neurath; Germinal Glands and 
the Nervous System, by A. Schuller; Peripheral Facial Paralysis, by A. 
Fuchs; Medical Report of Japanese Insane Asylum of Tokio, by S. Kure; 
Juvenile Insanity, by K. Miyake; Experimental Lesions at the Base of 
the Brain, by A. Spitzer and J. P. Karplus; The Treatment of Tetany by 
Epithelium Body Preparations, by F. Pineles; Comparative Anatomy of 
the Cerebral Trigeminal Roots, by E. Huller; The Spinal Cord of Ungu¬ 
lates, by P. Biach; The Pathological Anatomy of Chorea Minor, by K. v. 
Orzechowski, and Contribution to the Knowledge of the Cortex of 
Monkeys, by O. Marburg. 

All of these studies reflect the high standards which have so many 
years made these Arbeiten so well and favorably known. This Festchrift 
is an honor to the editor and a fitting memorial to Professor Obersteiner. 



